WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 
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1. A\nethod of determining whether a storage unit 
included in ink cartridge is normal, wherein the ink 
cartridge is derachably attached to a printer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading a pi^ce of decision information that has 
been registered in advano^ in a predetermined format, from 
the storage unit; and 

(b) identifying whetherN^the read-out piece of 
decision information satisfies tlie predetermined format, 
so as to determine whether the storage unit is normal. 
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T\ mp th nrl in nrrnrflnn rp wLth^rla+f wl , whf^ i n—thf* 
step (b) determines — titat the storage unit is not normal 
in the ca^eUhere the read-out piece of decision information 
TTcrt satisfy the preaetermifted^format 



3 . A method in accordance with any one of claim 2 , 
20 the method further comprising the step of 

( c ) providing a display representing that the storage 
unit is not normal, when the^tep (b) determines that the 
storage unit is not normal, 
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4 . A method in accordance \&ith any one of claim 2 , 
the method further comprising the\step of : 

( d) discontinuing a printing operation of the printer , 
when the step (b) determines that the^torage unit is not 
normal 
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A method in accord^juie--w4rtirtrialm 2 , Wnerexrr^TETe> 
step (b) u^je-s--~~S^"piece of information relating to a month , 
of^nufacture of the ink cartridge as the piece of decision 
informal- i nn^^ 



6 . A method JNn accordance with claim 5\ wherein the 
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piece of information relating to the 
of the ink cartridge \s expressed by a: 
bits., and 




of manufacture 
a length of four 



the step (b) determines that the storage unit is not 
normal in the case where aVl the four bits have an identical 
digit, that is, either onV of '0' and 1 1'. 

7 . A method in accordance with any one of claim 6 , 
the method further comprising^ the step of: 

( c ) providing a display representing that the storage 
unit is not normal, when the step^ (b) determines that the 
storage unit is not normal. 
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8, A method in accordance withy any one of claim 6, 
the method further comprising the step of: 

( d) discontinuing a printing operation of the printer , 
when the step (b) determines that the storage unit is not 
normal . 



■Q- — flrftiftthnn in annnrn^nr.P ur1~1-^-~^jL = g n o claims— 3-^- 
4, 7 and 8, the metj3x^d--~further comprising the step of: 

(e) g^rtfsing the prjjo4^er to perform a printing 
operaJ>aron, when the step (b) determines that the storage 



xs normal since 




iece of decisioi 
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S 1 -a- f orm a^tr±on satisfies the predetermined format 
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10. A printer, t© which an ink cartridge having a 
storage unit is detachaply attached, the printer 
comprising : 

a reading unit reading\a piece of decision information , 
wherein the piece of information has been registered in 
advance in a predetermined format, from the storage unit; 
and 

a decision unit identifying whether the read-out 
piece of decision information satisfies the predetermined 
format, so as to determine whether or not the storage unit 
is normal. 
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the decision unit determines that the storage unit>«^not 
normal in the case where the read-out piepe^of decision 
information does not satisfy the predetermined format 



20 12 . A printer in accordance with claim 11 , the printer 

further comprising: 

a display unix that provides a display representing 
that the storaoe unit is not normal, when the decision unit 
determines that the storage unit is not normal. 

13 JK printer in accordance with claim 11 , the printer 
further/ comprising: 

A printing operation stop unit that discontinues a 
prinytingopjs^ ation of -tto^rinter, when the decision unit^ 
30 determines that the storage unit is — rn^t — normal 
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rxnter in acOui ' dduce wlLh claim lj)^_wii^re4^ 
the decision unit determines that jthe^Corage unit is normal 
in the case where the re^dr*t5ut piece of decision information 
satisfies the ^redetermined format. 
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A printer in accordance with either one of claims 
11 ^fid 14, wherein the piece of decision information is 
apiece of information relating to a month of manufacture 
ft the i7Tfc--eaj ±ridqe^ 



16. A printer in accordance with claim 15, wherein 
the piece of information, relating to the month of 
manufacture of the ink cartridge is expressed by a data 
15 length of four bits, and 

the decision unit detei>mines that the storage unit 
is not normal in the case whera all the four bits have an 
identical digit, that is, eithet one of '0' and f l'. 



20 



25 



30 



T.T": A prinrer in accorda nce wi Lh claim 16 , th e-prlnj:.ex 
further comprising : 

a display unit that provides a display representing 
that the storage unit is^rrtSt normal, when the decision unit 
determines that the storage unit is not normal. 
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printer in accordance with claim 16 , the printer 



further comprising : 

a printing operation stop unit that discontinues a 
pointing operation of the printer, when the decision ]init 



_nes that the storagTs-^i^ijtis not norr 
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19. A Vtorage unit included in an ink cartridge, 
wherein the imc cartridge is detachably attached to a 
printer, the stotage unit comprising: 

an address counter that outputs a count in response 
to a clock signal outjput from the printer; and 

a storage element\that stores plural pieces of 
specific information including a piece of decision 
information registered in a predetermined format and that 
is sequentially accessed base\ on the count output from 
the address counter. 
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21. A computer readable recording medium, on which 
a specific computer program is recorded, the specific 
computer program being used to determine whether a storage 
unit is normal, wherein they storage unit is included in 
an ink cartridge that is detaohably attached to a printer, 
the specific computer program \comprising : 

a program code that causes a computer to read a piece 
of decision information, wherein\ the piece of decision 
information has been registered iri advance in a 
predetermined format, from the storage unit; 

a program code that causes the computer to identify 
whether the read-out piece of decision information 
satisfies the predetermined format; an< 

a program code that causes the compul^er to determine 
that the storage unit is not normal in the case where the 
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read-out piece of decision information does not satisfy 
the predetermined format^ 
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22. A method of determining whether a readable and 
writable storage unit is normal, wherein the readable and 
writable storage unit is included in an ink cartridge that 
is detachably attached to a printer, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

reading a piece of decision\inf ormation from the 
storage unit; and 

determining whether the storage unit is normal , based 



on the read-out piece of decision information . 
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